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America’s hospitals applaud President Obama for his continued focus on health reform and are pleased to hear him reaffirm his commitment to expanding coverage to the millions of Americans without health insurance.  Our hope is for meaningful reform, that along with expanded coverage, also allows for important delivery system changes permitting physicians and hospitals to better coordinate care and move health care in America towards a system of prevention and wellness. 

Every day, hospitals and caregivers are on the front lines in providing care to all Americans, regardless of whether they have insurance.  Without health coverage, patients are less likely to receive the preventive care that could keep them well.  Patients are showing up in hospital emergency rooms sicker and with more chronic conditions than ever before.  That is why hospitals have stepped forward to be part of the solution.  America’s hospitals stand ready to do our part to extend coverage to more Americans and to continually strive towards providing high-quality care for patients that is more efficient and affordable.
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We appreciate the President’s willingness to explore better alternatives to today’s medical liability system, and urge that even stronger actions be taken in this area to reign in excessive lawsuits that are currently driving physicians to practice defensive medicine and raise the cost of care for everyone.  At the same time, we have concerns on how a public plan would be constructed, but are glad to see that President Obama is open to exploring other ideas that would help us achieve our shared goal of universal coverage 

We look forward to working with Congress and the Administration to make reform a reality, and hope that a thoughtful bipartisan approach is possible that keeps true to the most important goal of improving care for patients.  
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